
Androcles and the Lion
A Fable By Aesop

A slave named Androcles once escaped from his master and f led to the 
forest . As he was wander ing about there he came upon a L ion ly ing down 
moaning and groaning . At fi r st he turned to f lee , but finding that the Lion 
did not pur sue him, he turned back and went up to him. As he came near, 
the Lion put out h is paw, which was a l l swol len and bleeding , and 
Androcles found that a huge thorn had got into i t , and was caus ing a l l the 
pain . He pul led out the thorn and bound up the paw of the Lion, who was 
soon able to r ise and l ick the hand of Androcles l ike a dog. Then the Lion 
took Androcles to his cave , and ever y day used to br ing him meat from 
which to l ive . But shor t ly afterwards both Androcles and the Lion were 
captured, and the s lave was sentenced to be thrown to the Lion, after the 
latter had been kept without food for severa l days . The Emperor and a l l h is 
Cour t came to see the spectac le , and Androcles was led out into the 
middle of the arena. Soon the Lion was let loose from his den, and r ushed 
bounding and roar ing towards his v ict im. But as soon as he came near to 
Androcles he recognised his fr iend, and fawned upon him, and l icked his 
hands l ike a fr iendly dog. The Emperor, surpr ised at th is , summoned 
Androcles to him, who told him the whole stor y. Whereupon the s lave was 
pardoned and freed, and the Lion let loose to his nat ive forest .

Gratitude is the sign of  noble souls.


